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About 150 Anglican women 
from several continents met 
in Alexandria, Va., in March 
to pray, create bonds of a!ec-

tion, participate in God’s life and love 
for the world and reflect on how spiri-
tual practice emerges in diverse cultural 
and socio-economic contexts.

“It has been my call for many years,” 
said Phoebe Griswold, who led planning 
for the event during the past three years. 
“It is an extremely significant move-
ment within the Anglican Communion 
— how prayer can build relationships 
among women globally.”

Griswold is a world traveler within 
the Anglican Communion and a leading 
figure in other Episcopal women’s move-
ments, such as Anglican Women’s Em-
powerment and o"cial observers to the 
United Nations Committee on the Sta-
tus of Women. She said she found that 
women in those issue-oriented groups 
had little time to focus on prayer, yet 
prayer both inspired and empowered the 
work they accomplished.

“It’s something we don’t talk about,” 
she said. “We give a nod to prayer, but 
we don’t say to anybody that prayer is 
the resource we’re not going to give up. 
Prayer is sustained through relation-
ships, especially for women.”

#e three-day gathering, “An-
glican Women at Prayer: Weav-
ing Our Bonds of A!ection,” 
was a partnership between the 
Center for Anglican Communion 
Studies at Virginia #eological 
Seminary and the Society of the 
Companions of the Holy Cross, a 
group of several hundred lay and 
ordained women dedicated to in-
tercessory prayer.

It brought together women 
from 17 di!erent cultural con-
texts to discuss what women pray 
for, how they pray and to whom 
they pray, under the leadership of 
keynote speaker Ellie Sanderson, 

a New Zealand priest with 
expertise in community 
theological reflection.

#e imagery of weaving 
is so inviting, Sanderson 
said. “It holds within it such 
a wealth of beauty and a 
deep resonance for so many 
women around our com-
munion. Weaving speaks 
of diversity and unity, and 
it speaks of creativity and 
community.”

More than 80 works 
of art from “Women and 
Prayer,” the first online ex-

hibition of 2014 by Episcopal Church & 
Visual Arts, were displayed at the gather-
ing before worship and plenary sessions.

“#ese visual renderings of the art-
ists’ experience of prayer opened to 
conference participants an appreciation 
for prayer existing beyond words,” said 
Griswold. “For example, works identi-
fied prayer as a woman on her sewing 
machine or women dancing or just be-
ing lost in the ecstasy of color.

“Typically we think of prayer as 
words between us and God, when the 
experience is so much deeper. We were 
just trying to lead the conference to au-
thenticate the nonverbal experience we 
feel when praying,” she said.

“Something wonderful happens when 
women gather to share in God’s many 
graces, almost as though a holy blanket 
wraps us tightly together,” said Chris-
sie Crosby of Grace Episcopal Church 
in Alexandria, Va. “Whether we speak 
the same language in daily life, we speak 
the same language in prayer. We feel safe 
with each other.”   Q
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Artists contribute to international women’s gathering
‘weaving bonds of a!ection’ through prayer

‘In Your Sight as Incense’ 
Digital collage
“For me, the cycle of prayer forms a chain 
of neverending connection between those 
who pray, those who are prayed for and 
those to whom we pray.” 

— Claire Joy, CHS, New York

‘Liturgical Dance’ Photograph
“A prayer-filled liturgical dance at an ecumenical celebration in St. An-
drew’s Episcopal Cathedral in Grand Rapids, Mich.” 

— Joseph Neiman, Paw Paw, Mich.

‘Holding Hope’ Photo-transfer with embellished fabric
“As Mary stands on the world with the baby Jesus in her 
arms, her gown flows out over the world in love and grace 
for humanity.”     — Anne Marilyn Karoly, Alexandria, Va.

‘Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
at the Well’ 
Gold leaf and tempera on wood
“Only the Gospel of John tells the story of 
Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well 
(John 4:4–40). Yet it is one of the longest 
and most memorable in the New Testa-
ment. Named ‘Photine’ (‘the luminous one’) 
in the Orthodox tradition, this woman has, 
as we say, a history. No shrinking violet, 
she both challenges and listens intently 
to Jesus. !en she does not hesitate to act, 
bringing her friends from town to see and 
hear this amazing man. In her words and 
actions, she exemplifies prayer. She talks, 
questions and argues — literally, with 
God! And isn’t that what prayer so often 
is? !en she is wise enough to accept, not 
what she thought she wanted, but the much 
greater gift God wants to give her.”

— Zachery Roesemann, Brattleboro, Vt.
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!e Rev. Eleanor Sanderson of the Diocese of Wel-
lington, New Zealand (left), with Phoebe Griswold, 
chair of the Anglican Women at Prayer committee.


