
THE SOWERREGIONAL NEWS AND FEATURES
FROM THE DIOCESE OF CALGARY

Page 2 Page 3

A SECTION OF THE ANGLICAN JOURNAL  |  JUNE 2014

MAY SOWER INSIDE JUNE 
SOWER

ANNOUNCEMENTS THE BIBLE & SHAMANISM
Page 4

PRIESTS OF THE CARIBBEAN

See www.calgary.anglican.ca for The anglican DioceSe of 
calgary DioceSan SynoD - May 10, 2014 elecTion reSulTS

Speaking three times during 
the Diocesan synod May 
9 & 10 - keynote speaker 
The Very Rev. Canon Kevin 
Martin addressed the theme 
“Becoming a Missional 
Community” . On Friday 

evening after opening worship, he set the 
context. 

Anglican and Episcopal Congregations 
are in overall decline but Canon Martin 
says 20% of congregations are doing well; 
20% are holding their own and are stable, 
while 60% are in decline, and some are in 
steep decline.  He added, “Our society has 
changed from being one where Christianity 
was part of everyday life to one where we 
are in a missional context.  Consequently, 
Anglican and other mainline churches have 
no primacy in our culture, have no “Fran-
chise” and have no immediate claim to ex-
clusive truth.” 

In today’s world, a church must build on vi-
sion and values that relate to unchurched and 
secular people!  The Diocese of Qu’Appelle 
is an example of this work.

Our focus must be on creating a clear path 
for non-churched/ non-Christians to dis-
cipleship.

He said a missional church has no need or 
use for nominal Christians – think of our 
history – the DNA of Anglicanism.  On the 
local level, we must learn how we build vi-
sion and value and discipleship into existing 
congregations that are focused on the way it 
has always been done.

In his opinion, “Most vestry (hence leader-
ship) meetings are maintenance directed - 
maintaining what we know.  Little time is 
given to vision, values, mission, and goals.  
Little thought is given to reaching the un-
churched. Much time and thought are given 
to balancing budgets. On the diocesan level, 
too much time is spent on current structures 
including committees and commissions. In 
the US we name committees after what they 
are created to keep from happening,  he ob-
served.

He then challenged those present at the Ca-
thedral Church of the Redeemer in Calgary 
to increase the vibrancy of their parish.

Early Saturday morning at the Croatian Cul-
ture Cen-
tre, Can-
on Martin 
stated the 
traits of a 
missional 
c h u r c h : 
T h e y 
h a v e 
“purpose-
fulness”.  
V i s i o n 
and mis-
sion are 
c e n t r a l 
in their 
t h i n k -
ing. They 
u n d e r -
stand the 
b a l a n c e 
be tween 
the Great 
C o m -
m a n d -
ment to 
love one 
another and the Great Commission to make 
disciples. They have both effective lay lead-
ership and effective clergy leadership.  Their 
focus is on people, not programs or organi-
zations. Missional churches foster positive 
emotional life, provide inspiration, uplift-
ing music, preaching that does not emulate 
a seminary professor’s style.  And there is 
laughter and spontaneous applause – even 
for postludes played by the regular organist.

The members of a missional church are 
warm and friendly with one another; re-
spond to visitors and newcomers even by 
treating them to breakfast.  They have a de-
sire to reach the un-churched.  And individu-
ally and as a group they deal effectively and 
creatively with conflict.

A missional community maintains account-
ability for leaders, for members, for minis-

tries and organizations and does not tolerate 
inappropriate behavior. The community pro-
vides a safe place for all people and welcomes 
true diversity.    The challenge to members 
is to live up to their baptismal ministry and 

s t e w -
ardship.   
And mis-
s i o n a l 
c o m -
munities 
m a k e 
disciples. 

S t u d -
ies have 
s h o w n 
that there 
is no cor-
re la t ion 
between 
spiritual 
g r o w t h 
and the 
time one 
has been 
in a con-
g r e g a -
tion! So 
how do 
p e o p l e 
g r o w 

spiritually – especially Christians?  
Canon Martin suggests that missional 
churches create a path to discipleship; they 
train disciples in Jesus’ ministry, model the 
Kingdom in their behavior to each other and 
those outside our community, and practise 
passionate spirituality.  He noted that though 
koinonia is often translated as fellowship, 
the real meaning is closer to solidarity.

He exhorted everyone to practice passion-
ate spirituality.  He stated that the challenge 
to current leaders is to raise the vibrancy of 
their parishes.  And he asked those present 
to discuss for the next 10 minutes: “What 
can congregational leaders in Calgary do 
immediately to raise the level of congre-
gational passion and greater solidarity?” 

Following the afternoon break, Canon Mar-
tin spoke of the future and what we can do 
to become a missional community. In North 

America the younger people are, the smaller 
the percentage of those who are churched.  
The GI generation was 60% churched and 
the boomers are 40% churched while the mil-
lenials are less than 10% churched. Anglican 
have postponed our inevitable extinction by 
the extension of life.

How can we reach younger families with 
children?  This is the question most asked of 
our keynote speaker.  For him the real ques-
tions are how to engage young people so we 
can learn what kind of church they would like 
to have, and how to empower younger lead-
ers, and what do younger people think of the 
church?

Canon Martin learned from a young mem-
ber of his extended family that, like many of 
her contemporaries, she sees: The Church is 
smug like it has all the answers.  The Church 
is made up of self-righteous people who think 
they are better than other  people. The Church 
is full of hypocrites – judgmental, racist, ho-
mophobic, etc. The Church is afraid of sci-
ence and knowledge. The Church is afraid 
of people who are different. The Church is 
mostly concerned with buildings and organi-
zations.

He recommended that she read “Mere Chris-
tianity” by C.S. Lewis and told her, “As a 
Christian, let me say that I have not put my 
faith in members of the Church. After all the 
Church is made up of people who, like all 
people, make mistakes, hurt others, and fall 
short of our ideals.  I put my trust in Jesus, 
who we Christians believe died and rose from 
the dead and that God vindicated who he was 
and what he taught and what he calls all of us 
to become.  Don’t let the failings of us Chris-
tians hide from you this most gracious, com-
passionate, and loving man in whom we see 
the fullness of God’s true self.”

And he left us with the challenge: How can 
the diocese of Calgary recommit ourselves 
to ministry among the most unchurched of 
our society, those under 35 years of age?

For a bio of The Very Reverend Kevin Martin 
go to www.Kevinoncong.blogspot.com and 
learn about his two books too.

75TH Diocese of calgary synoD - BecoMing a Missional coMMUniTy

S
Bishop GreGory Kerr- Wilson presidinG
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6 Day RetReat - 
Practices that Bear God’s Fruit With Chris-
topher Page at the FCJ Centre in Calgary  

Date: July 7 -13, 2014
Cost: $560.00 Live-in; $485 Commute 

In Galatians 5:22,23 Paul offers a luminous vision of 
what it means to be truly human. But, the path to liv-
ing his vision is often not as clearly articulated. In this 
retreat we will explore the practices that enable us to 
more fully bear the fruit of God’s Spirit. 

Christopher Page has been a priest in the Anglican 
Church of Canada for thirty-four years. He currently 
serves as the Rector of St. Philip Church in Oak Bay.  
He is a teacher of Centering Prayer and leads retreats 
and workshops on the ancient desert wisdom of the 
Christian church, Thomas Merton, and the spiritual 
practices of Christian faith. He has been an influential 
presence in the contemplative renewal of the Anglican 
Church in Canada, introducing thousands to contempla-
tive practice through both his books and his workshops 
and retreats. 

PROaRtS SOCIety PReSeNtS 
talISmaN eNeRGy 
ChORal SeRIeS 2014

What:    A Choral Concert Series, sponsored by Talisman Energy 
Where:  Cathedral Church of the Redeemer (corner of 7 Ave and 
1 Street SE) 
When:   Various Wednesdays – April 30th through to December 
17, 2014 
tickets:  Free to the public  

ProArts is proud to announce its recent partnership with Talisman 
Energy to present the inaugural Choral Concert Series, which will 
feature a diverse selection of community choirs in our city. This 
special series will be part of the ProArts@Noon weekly schedule 
of Wednesday concerts.  

Future talisman energy Choral series dates are:       
June 11   Talisman Energy Choir       
June 25   Suncor Energy Choir     
Oct 22     Westside Singers      
Dec 03    MASS ENERGY Choral Concert 
(featuring ConocoPhillips, Suncore &Talisman Energy choirs)      
Dec 17    La VIe Vocal Ensemble

The Sower has been blessed over the past 25 years 
to have Allan Millar as business manager and Bar-
bara Millar as circulation manager.  They have 
asked to leave those positions at the end of June 
and will go with the deep appreciation of all who 
have benefitted from their service.
Personally I will miss their counsel and support. 
Also looming over us is: How will technology be 
used by the Sower in the future?  How will the 
Strategic Communications group suggest we deal 
with internal and external communications in the 
future?  We are tied to the Anglican Journal’s fu-
ture and I was appointed to that coordinating com-
mittee by the Primate.  We are discussing the for-
mat and frequency of publication for the Journal 
and how that would affect the diocesan papers. We 
are active members of The  Anglican Editors As-
sociation  which holds an annual conference with 
a series of in-service workshops lead by experts 
in layout, content, efficacy and efficiency that pro-
vide us with advanced information and skills to do 
our jobs better.  An outside independent expert cri-
tiques our papers and The Sower does well amidst 
its peers as well as receiving encouragement from 
the experts. 
 Our network of papers and our association are 
unique in the church media world.  Often every-
thing is centralized.  I do not want the Calgary 
diocesan news to be one page in a national news-
paper or magazine.  There is such richness in your 
service, you deserve more.  
And so we record another change in this world we 
live in – one of constant change; a world where 
we are in constant flux.  That should provide lots 
of stories, features and material for our diocesan 
paper The Sower. 
We are a diocese that looks inward more often than 
outward: inward to our parish not outward to the 
diocese or the General Synod: We are a diocese 
populated by many hard working dedicated Chris-
tians who abide by the rule that you don’t tell your 
good works.  I wish they had read and taken to 
heart, “Don’t hide your light under a bushel”.
What’s your story?  And when will you send it to 
the Sower?

N.B..This is a shortened version of the report car-
ried on the website and in the convening circular.

The Sower rePorT
PrePared & edited by tim Chris-
tison
the sower editor 

announcements

ChRISt ChuRCh mIllaRvIlle 
52ND aNNual FlOWeR FeStIval
Sat., July 19 & SuN. July 20

Our 118-year-old log church, grounds and cemetery will be beautifully decorated 
with flowers. A tea of scones, homemade strawberry jam and whipped cream will be 
served on Saturday only from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Cost:  $6.00. All are welcome to our church service on Sunday at 11:30 a.m. 
We are located on Highway 549, 5 km east of the Millarville Race track.

For information or directions please contact 403 995-2340 or rhhaslam@xplornet.ca
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HOW OTHER ANGLICANS 
MINISTER

On November 30th 2013 the Reverend Pat 
Stoney was consecrated as the first female 
Bishop of the Church of Ireland. On that his-
toric day in Christ Church Cathedral, Dub-
lin, many there did not realize the long road 
that stretched from those ancient walls to the 
rolling Foothills of the Rocky Mountains in 
southern Alberta. 

Jim Wallace, a science graduate of Trinity Col-
lege Dublin, roaming the vast reaches of the 
Alberta border as a Dominion Land Surveyor 
in the early 1900’s, would meet and marry 
Eva Murphy, who had emigrated from Enfield 
in County Meath. Together in their home in 
Bowness west of Calgary they brought up 
their family of five, the eldest of whom was 
Daphne. Little did anyone know that that this 
bright, energetic prairie girl would play a ma-
jor role in changing the history of one of the 
oldest provinces of the Anglican Communion, 
the Church of Ireland. 

 Daphne’s journey – perhaps a better term 
would be her quest – began in 1937 when she 
left Calgary for the long train journey and 
ocean voyage to live with her mother’s fam-
ily in Dublin and attend Trinity College. Here, 
as the world began to slide towards war, she 
would meet and marry Donald Wormell, later 
Professor of Classics. After a brief spell in 
England when Donald was a codebreaker in 
Bletchley Hall, the Wormells returned to Dub-
lin. Family life and a great deal more would 
follow! 

Daphne’s energy and creativity began to focus on what would be her life’s passion, the 
place and roles of women in Irish society. This would in time become focused in her 
commitment to the Church. At first there would be articles that rapidly won a wide read-
ership. Then came involvement in General Synod. By the seventies her work with The 
Irish Federation of University Women was linking Daphne to both Europe and North 
America.

“ I sat down one day…
and began to think of some women who might be 
interested. It suddenly came to me that not one of 
them would go into a job in the Church unless they 

could be ordained…
If they were going to give their life to the church 

they would have to be allowed to do it fully. I stood 
up, and I never changed my mind”.

In the early seventies an invitation came from the then Primate, George Simms, to write 
a major article about women in the church. For Daphne this moment became pivotal. 
So much would now happen. First the formation of the Women’s Ministry Group, later – 
and after much steady effort and persuasion - the excitement in the mid-seventies of the 
commissioning of women as Lay Readers. Then, most significant of all, the decision of 

froM alBerTa To irelanD
the Church in 1990 to ordain women. 

Daphne Wormell had a dream that there was a 
place for the gifts of women at every level of 
the church’s life, including at its altars and in 
its pulpits. With extraordinary patience and te-
nacity she applied her own considerable gifts 
to make that dream a reality. When her daugh-
ter Julia Turner prepared Daphne’s papers for 
publication, adding her own memoir of her 
mother’s fascinating life, she and her pub-
lisher chose as her book’s title two attributes 
of her mother that were universally acknowl-
edged even by those who disagreed with her 
vision for the church’s future.

Late in her life, as Daphne and her daughter 
were standing in the garden of Daphne’s fa-
ther’s childhood home in Foxrock, looking at 
the Dublin hills in the distance, Daphne re-
marked that throughout all the years in Ireland 
they had reminded her of the Alberta Foothills 
of her youth.   

The title of their book is WITH DIGNITY 
AND GRACE.  It is published by HINDS, and 
available at hinds.ie, or by mail from 13 Car-
lisle Avenue, Dublin 4. Ireland. Copies can 
also be obtained by contacting Julia Turner 
through her website at juliaturner.ca

This article was written for The Sower by the 
very prolific Reverend Canon Herb O’Driscoll 
who has served in our diocese. 
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Photos are always welcome                      
and give your article more impact. 

Please clearly and accurately identify all 
photos including the name of all subjects 

and the date taken.  When you ask permission 

to send the photo for publication please confirm 

the spelling of names and list them from left to 

right, from the front row to the back row for clear 
identification. It is Sower policy not to identify children 

individually unless this is specified by the 
person sending the photo for publication. 

Or when there are only two people relevant to a story.

Sower guiDelineS - PLEASE SUBMIT OFTEN AND EARLY

If you have access to the website; http://www.calgary.anglican.ca, you can read 

The Sower online at least one week prior to the beginning of  month of publica-

tion; i.e. December Sower was on-line November 21 which does give you time to 

respond to the contents of a current edition of The Sower.

The policy of the Editor, who considers the Sower more magazine than news-

paper, is to publish significant items even when they are several months out of 

date but she cringes in doing so.  Please send in your unique events before the 

excitement dies and you forget where you put the photos. 

Please limit articles to 500 words. Announcements about up coming events 

can usually be covered in 150 – 300 words.  

Sower Deadlines are the first week of the month prior to publication date:

February issue deadline is the first week in January.  The Sower is not 

published in August or July. For the September issue the 

deadline is August 1.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP
The Easter season stretches on for a full 50 days in 
the life of the church. It has always interested me 
that in a culture that values celebration and partying 
as high points in human life, we are rarely able to 
carry our Easter celebrations much beyond the first 
couple of weeks.  On one hand, we may have a very 
limited notion of what celebration is all about.  After 
all, there is only so much chocolate and cheerful-
ness we can take before we need a rest and recupera-
tion.  On the other hand, I wonder if perhaps we are 
not really clear on what the resurrection is really all 
about.  

Unfortunately it is very easy to slip into the mindset 
that this is all about life after death – about some-
thing that God does to assure us that death is not the 
ultimate end.  In fact, the resurrection is not, in the 
first place, about life after death at all.  The resur-
rection is all about Life in this life, about our rela-
tionship to the one who is Life itself – and then, as 
a result, about the continuance of that relationship 
through this earthly life into the next. 

Paul reminds us that “in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself” (2 Cor. 5:17).  At the heart 
of the resurrection is reconciliation--not in the mun-
dane human sense of two individuals laying aside 
their disagreements in order to get along, but in a far 
more profound, life-and-death kind of way.  In the 
offering of himself upon the cross for the sin of the 

world, the “sundered” relationship between God, the 
source of life, and us, the created recipients of that 
life, is healed in Jesus.  The passion, death and resur-
rection are all one event.  Resurrection is living out 
the triumph and presence of Christ in our own lives 
and allowing that life to pervade us more and more, 
until we are transformed.  As Paul says, “if anyone is 
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new!”  and 
“he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.(2 
Cor. 5:17,21)”  We celebrate then, not only in words, 
songs and banquets, but in living and proclaiming a 
whole new and different way of life in Jesus Christ, 
worked out in us by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It’s 
a long way from chocolate and cheerfulness, and a 
whole different way of looking at celebration.

By the time this is published our Diocesan Synod 
will be nearly upon us.  Synods can be, and often 
have been in the Church, times of politics, rancour, 
self-assertion and wilfulness.  Our intent for this 
Synod is that it will mark out a different path – one 
that is informed by resurrection life and celebration.  
I pray, and invite you to pray, that we will remember 
that we are a new creation, that the old ways of being 
will be laid aside, so that whether in agreement or 
disagreement, “we might (seek to) become the righ-
teousness of God.”

75TH CONVENTION OF SYNOD

BECOMING A MISSIONAL CHuRCH… 

SYNOD 75

THE 75TH CONVENTION OF THE 

SYNOD OF THE ANGLICAN DIOCESE 

OF CALGARY WITH SPECIAL GuEST, 

THE REV. CANON KEVIN E. MARTIN

SynoD inforMaTion

FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2014: 

CATHEDRAL CHuRCH OF THE REDEEMER

604 - 1ST ST SE, CALGARY, AB 

4:00 PM - REGISTRATION

7:00 PM - WORSHIP

SATuRDAY, MAY 10, 2014:  

CROATIAN CuLTuRAL CENTRE 

3010 - 12 ST NE, CALGARY, AB

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
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This 8 day residential retreat teaches insight meditation 
within the framework of Christian contemplative prayer 
found in Carmelite spirituality, especially in the life and 
writings of John of the Cross and the illuminating writ-
ings of Teresa of Avila.  Christian insight meditation is 
a powerful, non verbal (apophatic) way of purifying the 
heart of disordered desires, hateful thoughts, harmful 
memories, fear and other negative emotions so that 
our hearts may be disposed to receive God’s love in 
contemplation.  Dr. Mary Jo Meadow is conducting this 
retreat for the third year at the FCJ Christian Life Centre 
in Calgary. She will be assisted by Deanna Skitterall 
from Norfolk, England. Register before December 15 
to receive a saving a $100. For more information and 
to register go to www.christianinsightmeditationcalgary.
org or contact Lonnie DeSorcy at 403 243 9335 or Barb 
Simoes at 403 678 8749.

SIleNCe aND aWaReNeSS 
meDItatION RetReat

Following in the Footsteps of 
St. John of the Cross:

A Silence and Awareness 
Meditation Retreat

Sunday, May 4 to Monday, May 12, 2014
FCJ Christian Life Centre  Calgary Alberta 

St. Cyprians Anglican Church in Lacombe, Alberta will 
be celebrating 120 years of worship May 31 & June 1, 
2014. Open house at the church hall and banquet Sat-
urday May 31 and worship celebration Sunday June 1.
Contact Grant Oatway at 403-784-3418 or Joan Grover at 
403-782-4212.
For more details visit our website  
www.stcyprianlacombe.blogspot.com

St. CyPRIaNS aNGlICaN 
CeleBRateS 120 yeaRS

Justice Camp 2014-LAND, August 15-21, 2014 at the King’s College, 
Edmonton.  Justice Camp began as a grassroots movement within the 
Anglican Church of Canada.  It brings together participants (18+) from 
across the country to encounter a variety of social justice issues up 
close and first hand.  Through a program of directed immersion experi-
ences, biblical reflection, worship and relationship building, participants 
will form friendships and develop skills to become effective social justice 
leaders within their own local communities.
Justice Camp 2014 will meet August 15-21 in the Prairie city of Edmon-
ton and be hosted by the Anglican Diocese of Edmonton.  If you are 
someone who is interested in exploring the big questions of our time 
and what the Christian tradition has to contribute to the conversation,  
you are more than welcome to join us there!

JuStICe CamP

“Weaving Strands - Liturgy for Living”, the 2014 Na-
tional Worship Conference, offered by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada and the Anglican Church 
of Canada will unfold July 20-23 in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada. Presenters and participants from across North 
America will explore meaningful and transformational 
worship.  The conference features more than 20 multi-
sensory workshops as well as chat room sessions with 
keynote speakers David Cherwien and Ruth Meyers and 
special guest presenter Paul Fromberg. 
Register before June 15 for the early bird rate. Discounts 
available for students and congregational teams!  For 
more information visit nationalworshipconference.org

2014 NatIONal WORShIP CONFeReNCe:

SPRING 2014 CuRSIllO WeeKeNDS

If it matters to you, we’d love to have you explore matters 
of faith with us in Education for Ministry.
The three EfM seminar groups in Calgary are now reg-
istering participants for the Sept. 2013 to May 2014 ses-
sion. For information, please contact Doreen Peters at 
mkerryp@shaw.ca or 403 251 6744.

eDuCatION FOR mINIStRy

The Spring 2014 Cursillo weekends will be held at En-
theos on the following dates: Men: April 24-27, 2014 and 
Women: May 1-4, 2014.  Visit http://cursillo.ab.ca/ for 
more information or to become a local contact. 

mORNING PRayeR  -  8:30 am

Cathedral Church of the Redeemer, Calgary invites you to Morning Prayer 
Monday through Thursday at 7th Avenue & 1 St. S.E.  Join us in our beautiful 
and serene building before you start your hectic day.

St. John’s Anglican Church in Olds Alberta will be celebrat-
ing 120 years of worship May 24 and 25, 2014.

Open house at the church hall for Afternoon Tea on Satur-
day, May 24th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and  worship on 
Sunday, May 25 at 10:00 a.m.  
Lunch to follow in the church hall.

For more details contact:
The Rev. Joan Schellenberger
St. John’s Anglican Church office 403 556-3967 or
E-Mail:  stjohns2@shaw.ca

St. JOhN’S aNGlICaN ChuRCh
OlDS, alBeRta  CeleBRateS 120 yeaRS

Education for Ministry, End - of - Year Celebration.
You are invited to join us for a Eucharist on Wednesday, 
June 11th at 7 30pm at St. Paul’s Church, 7 Sunmills 
Green SE, with Bishop Greg presiding, and  the recep-
tion afterwards. 

exPlORING FaIth matteRS

St. Mark and St. Philip, 1802 33rd Avenue SW will be 
holding a Butterfly Tea and Bazaar, Saturday, May 3, 
2014 from 1-3:30 pm, featuring crafts, baking, garden-
ing supplies and decorations. There will be a raffle, jams 
and jellies for purchase and a tea room. Admission is $5. 
For more information, please phone the Church Office 
at 403-244-0198 Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 
9-11 am.

St. maRK aND St. PhIlIP, CalGaRy

“Weaving Strands - Liturgy for Living”, the 2014 National Worship Con-
ference offered by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada and the 
Anglican Church of Canada, July 20-23 in Edmonton, Alberta.  See Na-
tional Worship Conference

WeavING lItuRGy
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SorrenTo cenTre welcoMeS faMiliar face aS inTeriM execuTive DirecTor

With plans in place for another outstanding summer program, and the “Next 50” Cap-
ital Campaign continuing to move ahead with great success, the Board of Sorrento 
Centre is pleased to confirm that a familiar face will be returning to the Shuswap 
Lake camp in a leadership role for the next several months.

Peter Roundhill, a well-known Anglican business manager, educational leader and 
consultant who has been connected to Sorrento Centre for most of his life, has agreed 
to take on the role of Interim Executive Director. Roundhill will officially start work 
May 1st, although he is likely to be on site by Easter.

In agreeing to return to Sorrento, Roundhill will be carrying on with the work of pres-
ent Executive Director, Christopher Lind, who is currently on medical leave. 

Having spent at least a week every summer at Sorrento with his family while growing 
up in Vernon, Peter Roundhill also served as a youth staff volunteer and later as the 
youth coordinator. He returned again to the Centre in 1995 with his wife, Christina, on 
a contract basis to work on a number of projects, including a Sorrento Staff reunion. 

The Roundhill family, who now number four, have been regulars for the past sev-

eral years at the Thanksgiving Associates weekend. Peter Roundhill brings with him a 
wealth of experience in management and non-profit work, including overseas as a lan-
guage school operations director, and as Executive Director of a United Church camp 
near Victoria. 

In addition to ensuring that 2014 will be yet another in a long series of amazing sum-
mers at Sorrento Centre, the presence of Roundhill on site will enable others to concen-
trate on  leadership in the vitally important “Next 50” Capital Campaign, which recent-
ly passed the $ 2 million mark. This total includes major gift pledges from the Ministry 
Investment Fund, a program of General Synod, the Diocese of New Westminster and 
the Diocese of Calgary, all in support of a new Winter Youth Leadership program that 
is part of the extensive $6.4 million plan to renew the physical, spiritual and financial 
foundations of Sorrento Centre.

The complete summer 2014 Program Guide to activities at Sorrento Centre, as well 
as more detailed information on the “Next 50” Capital Campaign, are available on the 
Centre website: www.sorrento-centre.bc.ca

For further information contact:  Andrew Pike  - Board Chair appike@telus.net

Marriage canon commission members will 
carry out a broad consultation about chang-
ing the marriage canon (church) law to allow 
same-sex marriage. 

In a few weeks, the Anglican Church of 
Canada’s commission on the marriage canon 
will invite Anglicans in Canada and across 
the Communion, as well church ecumenical 
partners, to offer their views about changing 
the marriage canon (church law) to allow 
same-sex marriage.

“…One of the things the commission wants 
to make clear is that everyone [in the com-
mission] has an open mind,” said its chair, 
Canon Robert Falby, in an interview. 

At its first meeting, April 3 to 4, in Toronto, 
the commission reviewed its terms of refer-
ence, and put together a process of consulta-

Marriage canon coMMiSSion BeginS work

tion that will allow people to make submis-
sions. The submissions could be in various 
formats—from written papers to videos. 
“We talked about a way of receiving and 
making available the submissions that we 
do get, which CoGS [Council of General 
Synod] has asked us to post online so that 
they will be available not just to the com-
mission but also to the wider church,” said 
Falby, who is also chancellor of the diocese 
of Toronto and former prolocutor of General 
Synod. (Details of how submissions can be 
made will be posted on the church’s website, 
anglican.ca)

In July 2013, General Synod—the church’s 
governing body—passed Resolution C003, 
which will bring a motion concerning same-
sex marriage to its next meeting in 2016. The 
resolution asked CoGS to prepare and pres-
ent a motion to change the church’s Canon 

21 on marriage “to allow the marriage of 
same-sex couples in the same way as oppo-
site-sex couples.” It also asked that this mo-
tion include “a conscience clause so that no 
member of the clergy, bishop, congregation 
or diocese should be constrained to partici-
pate in or authorize such marriages against 
the dictates of their conscience.”

The resolution also directed that there be a 
broad consultation about the preparation of 
the motion. At its fall 2013 meeting, CoGS 
passed a motion to establish the commission 
to carry out the consultation.

The commission is aware that it faces “a 
daunting” task, and whether it has enough 
time to accomplish its task remains to be 
seen, said Falby. Nicholls cited commission 
member Paul Jenning’s image of the task 
as a big knot. “It’s a difficult issue to get at 

because the minute you pull out one piece, 
that reminds us of another piece,” she said. 
“We’re aware that we’re having to gently 
tease out what are the things that need to be 
looked at…”

Asked whether the commission reflects the 
“theological diversity” that the primate, 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, had promised, Nich-
olls said, “I think the group reflects the abil-
ity to hear the theological diversity of the 
church.” She added that each member has 
demonstrated “an ability to hear, to listen, to 
reflect from all perspectives.”

The commission has developed a series of 
questions and “a subset of issues we’d like 
addressed,” which could serve as guides 
for the submissions, “but I don’t think we 
want to confine what people would submit, 
either,” said Falby.

by marites n. sison 
on april, 04 2014 on anglicanjournal.ca
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Consider the Global Women’s Fund, International Anglican 
Women’s Network, Development and Service Society, An-
glican Fellowship of Prayer, the Society of the Companions 
of the Holy Cross, the Episcopal Church Visual Arts Cafe 
(www.ecva.org), and We Are Enough (www.wearenough.
org). Some of these are prayer-centered; others social activ-
ist or justice-oriented. What weird kind of specially-woven 
thread could tie these groups together?

The answer: An Anglican Women at Prayer conference on 
the theme, “Weaving Our Bonds of Affection,” March 14-
16, at the Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria. 
Over 120 women from 17 countries representing the above 
organizations plus others attended the conference. We met 
to pray and to tell our stories, to weave the thread of our 
life experiences together into one beautiful faith-filled fab-
ric. Artists were invited to post their work at www.ecva.org, 
and some of their paintings or photographs were displayed 
during the services and plenary. Thanks to technology, the 
conference was also shared with clergy and students at Msa-
lato Theological College in Tanzania. Their participation 
was incredibly moving.

The conference was organized by the Society of the Com-
panions of the Holy Cross and the Center for Anglican Stud-
ies at VTS. Over 50 years ago, two Companions, Helen 
Shoemaker and Polly Wiley, founded the Anglican Fellow-
ship of Prayer as a way to link praying people everywhere. 
So as a member of AFP-Canada, I was received warmly. I 
got to meet the delegates from the AFP-US Executive and 

the Bahamas. Companion and Human Rights advocate, 
Elizabeth Loweth of Toronto, was the only other Canadian 
there besides me (I’m a dual citizen).
Keynote speaker the Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson of New 
Zealand talked about weaving in traditional Maori society 
and the never-ending thread that Spirit weaves through ev-
ery aspect of the universe. As a small group leader I experi-
enced first-hand the Maori belief in the unending thread that 
connects all of us together. One of my group members from 
Houston had been mentored by a woman who was herself 
mentored by my own mother years before. AWAP gave us 
the wonderful opportunity to mentor, and to be mentored by, 
women of faith of different ages and places.
Guest speaker Zeyneb Sayilgan, who was born in Germany 
to Kurdish Muslim immigrants from Turkey, spoke about 
the Islamic practice of praying five times a day and the im-
pact of multi-culturalism on families like hers. I could also 
see it in my own family because of our many moves.
A common thread throughout the discussions was that we 
often become the prayerful women we are now because 
sometime in the past, we chose, or circumstances dictated, 
going against the grain of our prevailing cultures. Prayer and 
support groups like those created at AWAP ease the pain of 
going against the flow.

Jane Jensen is a former diocesan rep of AFP-Calgary and 
member of St. Martin’s, Calgary. Check out Jane’s Week 1 
course on “The Bible & Shamanism” at www.sorrento-cen-
tre.bc.ca. It includes readings from her book, Fire & Spirit: A 
Woman’s Visionary Epic

The un-enDing ThreaD
by Jane Jensen, former diocesan rep of aFP Calgary and member of st. martin’s
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feeDing a hungry worlD  
the story of corn PArt 2

by dennis Laughton

“

oPinion

As I watch the many nature programs offered these days, I must 
confess the scales have fallen from my eyes.  Animals are not a 
pretty lot. That male lion turns out to be a frowsty, lazy bully.  The 
females hunt and kill, but he eats before the rest of the pride. Or 
should it be called a lout of lions?  

And what about the soaring far-sighted eagles? They are nasty 
scavengers and encourage murderous rivalry in their offspring.  
Do the antelope and gazelle enjoy their beauty?  They are really 
in panic at the latest predator.   

Moving down the scale, I find that even plants have a nasty side.   
They may have beautiful flowers   but those roots are busy send-
ing toxins into the earth to kill off competing neighbours. What 
really is the difference between ourselves and animals?   To begin 
with, animals do not make nature programs. Human beings do.  
Animals, believe it or not, have never heard of nature.    They are 
too busy being nature.

We are the ones who talk about nature.  For some time now pro-
fessional science and popular television have been busy stripping 
us of our illusions about it. Television is a particularly snoopy 
medium.  Everyone is exposed at the basest level.  

We live in a current culture of disenchantment.  We cannot trust 
the old symbols anymore, whether it be the proud lion or the noble 
eagle.  Rather we are given over to exposing the faults and ve-
neers of both the mighty and the pretentious.  No one is getting 
away with anything these days - that is, if we have anything to say 
about it.  And we have a lot to say.    

Is there any room for faith in a disenchanted world?   Jesus asked 
whether the Son of Man would find faith in the world upon his 
return.    Put another way, are we so busy being disenchanted that 
we will not be able to perceive true magic when it comes along?   
The greatest entrancement is to believe that we are free of illu-
sions.  Will we be so entranced with our culture that we cannot 
see outside it?

Like nature, human culture is an inextricable mixture of beauty 
and ugliness, justice and injustice.   Jesus as the Risen One is 
God’s pledge that we are equipped to grow toward the just and the 
beautiful.  The ugly and the unjust then serve to define and test our 
adherence to the good.   

The culture of disenchantment has many legitimate targets.  Yet 
the real quest is to find a peace beyond all the exposures, postur-
ing and inevitable violence which make up what we call life.   

Resurrection is all humanity has to go on.   It is our one true sym-
bol because it is clear-sighted about injustice (Jesus’ crucifixion) 
and hopeful about the future (Jesus is now the Christ of a new 
creation).   Jesus as the Risen One redeems nature and opens it to 
the freedom of the Spirit.   We may even outpace the louts and the 
mean-spirited.   

The Rev. Roy Darcus is a regular contributor to The Sower.

True SyMBol  
by roy darCus

Modern corn - breeding started about 200 years ago. 
Modern corn- breeding started about 200 years ago. 
Early seed suppliers simply selected the most desir-
able varieties in a field and kept those plants for seed. 
In 1926 Henry Wallace founded the Hi-Bred Corn 
Company and started a program of hybridization. 
Later this company expanded and became Pioneer 
Hi-Bred, a leader in the technology of corn- breeding. 
Others followed. In the 1940’s the average corn yield 
was 47 bushels per acre;, by the 60s the yield was 100 
bu. /acre, and today it is over 155. Part of that yield 
package includes water- use efficiency, insect and 
diseaseresistance, reducing the number of  pesticide 
applications previously required. Some of these new 
traits come about through molecular plant- breeding. 
Plant breeders now have the ability to move genes as 
opposed to previously  moving only chromosomes.

The rural people of Guatemala identify themselves as 
“Corn People” Corn has sustained them for hundreds 
of years. They live on corn- based diets, the land is 
rough and the people survive. Most of these families 
have survived on the same small plot of land for many 
generations.
Enter two very different organizations. First Mosaic 
one of the world’s largest fertilizer companies through 
its “Department of Social Responsibility”.  The sec-
ond organization is “HELPS” International, a Chris-
tian- based organization from Dallas, Texas, who has 
been working for 25 years in Latin America to allevi-
ate poverty. They offer not charity but a hand up to a 
better life.

“HELPS” and Mosaic approach farmers with the of-
fer of expertise and knowledge that will improve their 
crops and their life style to move them out of subsis-
tence farming. In most cases   soil nutrients, over the 
years, have been depleted and seed has been placed 
in the soil in a random fashion. Mosaic agronomists 

take soil samples and provide a fertilizer blend that 
will meet the nutrient needs of the crop. The next step 
at seeding time is a demonstration of the most basic 
form of precision agriculture. It involves a cap from a 
pop bottle, a length of twine knotted at nine-inch spac-
ings, and several bamboo poles. Nine inches square 
is the most efficient spacing for corn. The farmers’ 
traditional seed is used. Corn is planted in rows. A 
hole is punched in the soil, a bottle cap of fertilizer is 
placed in the bottom of the hole and is covered with 
soil except for the top inch where the seed is placed 
and then covered.

The farmers are expected to pay for the cost of the 
fertilizer. “HELPS” provides the credit which can be 
paid interest free after harvest. Corn yields are in-
creased three to five times over traditional practices 
and surplus corn can be sold for cash.

After three to five years, Helps can provide a credit 
of repayment history to the participating farmers so 
that they can obtain loans from a commercial bank. 
The farmers can stay home with their families instead 
of searching for extra income. In addition the income 
from sale of the surplus corn provides money for, 
medical supplies, education for their children includ-
ing school supplies, additional food and new roofs for 
their homes. Much of the above is arrange through 
“HELPS”

When their mission is completed this partnership 
moves on to a new community.

Did you know that each one of those silks that emerge 
from the end of a corn cob is attached to one kernel 
and is responsible for the fertilization of that individ-
ual kernel?

Dennis Laughton is a regular contributor to The Sower.

Like nature, human 
cuLture is an inextricabLe 
mixture of beauty and
ugLiness, justice and 
injustice.   
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PrayerS

in oUr Diocese 
St. Andrew, Gleichen
The Rev. Brad Everett
The 75th Convention of Synod occurring May 9-10, 2014 
on Diocese of THe WinWarD islanDs
St. Philip, Mesopotamia with St. Matthias and St. Joseph
The Rev. Ashton Francis

04

anglican Prayer cycle 

18

25

11

APRIL

in oUr Diocese 
Christ Church, Calgary
The Ven. Ansley Tucker, The Rev. C. McPhail Jones (Hon.)
The Very Rev. Robert T. Pynn (Hon.), Diocesan Youth Ministry
on Diocese of THe WinWarD islanDs
St. Patrick, Barrouaillie with St. David, Our Lady of Perpetual Suc-
cour, 
All Saints, St. Mary Magdalene
The Rev. Coleridge Brooker

in oUr Diocese 
St. Michael & All Angels, Strathmore
The Rev. Bryan Beveridge
Clergy Conference occurring on May 12-15, 2014 in Banff,  
AB
on Diocese of THe WinWarD islanDs
St. Matthew, Biabou with St. Sylvan & St. Mark
The Rev. Clive Thomas

in oUr Diocese 
St. Michael, Canmore
The Wardens, The Rev. Deacon Sean Krausert
University Chaplains
on Diocese of THe WinWarD islanDs
St. James, Layou with St. Mary, Baccament
The Rev. Alric Skeritt

Just visit www.calgary.anglican.ca and fill in 
your e-mail in the JOIN OuR NEWSLETTER 
LIST box! You will receive the bi-weekly DCNS 
with announcements from the Diocesan office, 
parish events and prayer requests, and you can 
unsubscribe at any time! To submit content to 
the e-mail newsletter please contact the coor-

dinator at  dcns@calgary.anglican.ca 
THE ANGLICAN DIOCESE 

OF CALGARY 
180, 1209 59 AVE SE, CALGARY, AB T2H 2P6 

TEL: 403.243.3673  
FAX: 403.243.2182

diocese@calgary.anglican.ca 
www.calgary.anglican.ca 

J O I N 
O U R 

N E W S L E T T E R 
L I S T  !

St. Barnabas Anglican Church invites you for fellowship, 
coffee/tea and crafting the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month.

Sip & Stitch is a charity crafting group.  Whether you knit, 
quilt, crochet or do any other craft please join us in the 
Boardroom at St. Barnabas, from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m 
for fellowship, coffee and crafting.  You don’t have to be a 
member of the St. Barnabas Anglican Church Congrega-
tion to join us it is open to the public.

Do you have children and no babysitter?  Bring them along 
and we will have an area with some toys so the children 
can play while mom relaxes with her coffee & craft.

How can you participate?  Craft at home and donate your 
items to St. Barnabas Anglican Church, Donate yarn for 
knitting and crocheting, Attend the 1st & 3rd Tuesday morn-
ing and craft with us

As a charity group we will be donating to three levels of 
charity;  

Parish, local 
& the wider community.

If you don’t know how 
to knit and want to learn 
please join us.

For further information 
contact: Valerie Schmaltz  
(403) 275-0622 or Pat Herrel (403) 282-4784

&

St. BarnaBaS, 
1407 - 7th avenue nW

Be an INSIDER & KEEP 
UP WITH DIOCESAN 

ACTIVITIES BETWEEN SOWERS

www.facebook.com/calgaryanglican

www.twitter.com/calgaryanglican

www.instagram.com/calgaryanglican
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The Christian Jewish Dialogue of Montreal (CJDM) was to hold its 35th annual Christian Com-
memoration of the Shoah on April 27, at Trinity (Anglican) Memorial Church. 
The event brings together Christians and Jews on Holocaust Remembrance Day, to remember the 
nearly six million Jews and one million others who died in the Holocaust during World War II. 
Music, prayers, teachings and a candlelight ceremony, to be led by Rabbi Lisa Gruschow, senior rabbi 
of Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, will be incorporated in the regular Sunday Eucharist. 
Established in 1971, the CJDM is monthly gathering of clergy and lay leaders who work toward 
strengthening Christian-Jewish relations in Montreal. It organized its first Christian commemoration 
of the Shoah in 1980 as an opportunity not only to build bridges between Christians and Jews but also 
to cultivate a greater understanding of the Holocaust among Christians in Montreal. 
The event has drawn French- and English-speaking parishioners from various churches - Anglican, 
Roman Catholic, United Church, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Ukrainian Catholic, Unitarian and The 
Church of Jesus Christ Latter-day Saints. 
The Montreal Anglican 

coMMeMoraTing The Shoah    

Two parishes in the diocese of Saskatoon have raised $358 to support the sec-
ond phase of the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund’s (PWRDF) 
food security campaign. 
The second phase, “It’s good to be full of beans,” focused on projects that sup-
port farmers in Burundi, Tanzania and Mozambique. 
The parishes of Emmanuel and St. Stephen’s raised money by displaying a 
large jar of beans and asking parishioners to guess the number. 
Money raised would sponsor nearly five farmers. 
The Saskatchewan Anglican  

SuPPorT for african farMerS 

A task force on eliminating poverty in the city will be co-chaired by 
Bishop Jane Alexander of the diocese of Edmonton.
The 15-member task force, which includes business, faith and experts 
from various sectors, is mandated to “craft new real-world strategies 
to significantly reduce poverty.
“There is a real understanding among the leadership of this city that 
Edmonton is an extremely fortunate place for many people and that we 
have an opportunity to do something different for those for whom it is 
not,” the bishop said.
More than 100,000 Edmontonians live in poverty, including 30,000 
children, said task force co-chair mayor Don Iveson in his state of 
the city address. This reality threatens our future and cannot go unad-
dressed, he added.
The Messenger

BiShoP To co-chair 
eDMonTon PoverTy 
TaSk force

In 2012, All Saints Anglican Church, Toronto, piloted a program to 
teach school children about the dangers of commercial sexual exploita-
tion. Now, two years later, with financial support from the diocese, the 
program is widely used in schools across Toronto.
Jolene Heida, a social worker at All Saints, and a woman who has been 
in the sex trade run the program. They visit schools and train guidance 
counsellors, teachers and others. There has several components, includ-
ing understanding the culture of the sex  trade, becoming aware of the 
risks factors for young people and learning the four stages of exploita-
tion - luring, grooming, exploitation and coercion.
Once the training is completed, Heida and her partner visit the schools—
usually speaking to Grade 8 students, since the target age for prostitu-
tion is 12 to 14. They show a video that features four young people 
who have experienced sexual exploitation and tell their stories in an 
age-appropriate way.
The Anglican

SchoolS uSe 
church PrograM 
To ProTecT kiDS
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The BiBle & 
ShaManiSM

his workshop introduces dif-
ferent ways Spirit communi-
cates with us using the Bible 
and the Earth-based teach-
ings of Shamanism. Over 
the course of the five days, 
we’ll look at topics such as:

Verbal and non-verbal means of communicat-
ing: The Written Word vs. Oral Traditions and 
music with respect to the drum and other in-
struments believed to sound the Voice of the 
Universe or to open heaven.
Angels and spirit guides, totems or allies: 
These can be four-legged winged, finned, leg-
less and creepy-crawlies, flowers, plants, trees, 
and minerals/crystals or rocks, stars, any fea-
tures of the world around us. 
This leads us to consider things such as: What 
can a spider teach us, or a snake? What can you 
learn from a daisy, lavender or a poplar tree? 
What do mountains, rivers and caves teach us 
about ourselves and our spiritual journey?
Respect for all our elations naturally flows 
into the concepts of medicine and alvation as 
agents of healing and living in harmony with 
our world, Biblical or Judeo-Christian Blessing 
and First Nations’ leansing (mudging).
We’ll close by celebrating “A Rite to Redeem 
Eden’s Goodness” from my book, She Who 
Prays.

I’ve studied the Bible from Jewish, Syrian 
Christian, linguistic, and feminist perspectives 
and as theology, history and literature. Each 
field illuminates different facets of the Bibli-
cal narrative. I’ve been blessed to see the old, 
old stories of my years in Sunday school, youth 
and adult Christian Ed groups through the lens 
of Shamanism, or Native American/First Na-
tions Spiritualties. These ancient worldwide 

SORREnTO RETREAT 
CEnTRE, BC  WEEK 1 
JUnE 29 - JULY 5, 2014

by Jane riChardson Jensen

Is the dove in a cage or flying through a doorway, and 
from where to where? We’ll discuss these kinds of ques-
tions in the course.

ater is a chemi-
cal compound, 
represen ted 
by H2O with 
a chemical 
name of di-hy-
drogenmonox-

ide. It covers 71% of the earth’s surface 
and is essential for all known forms of 
life. Water is even the most significant 
greenhouse gas and has played the lead-
ing role in controlling the temperature of 
the earth since time began.
Considering the theme of “Feeding a 
Hungry World” our main objective is to 
study the role of water in the production 
of food for the health and safety of the 
world’s people. Let’s start by exploring 
references from early Biblical times.
“A river went out of Eden to water the 
garden” Genesis 2:10 Dr. Hillel tells us 
that  “the very word Hebrew (Ivri) de-
rived from the verb avor which means 
come across because they were said to 
have crossed the great river Euphrates  at 
the beginning of their great migration.” 
By the second half of the fifth millen-
nium B.C.E., after the art of farming was 
established a group colonized the lower 
areas of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. 
They were referred to as Sumerians.
The first settlements were reed huts 
along the water ways of the lower Eu-
phrates.  The Sumerians slowly devel-
oped ideas of how water moves and over 
time built a web of canals and dikes to 
water the semi- arid land transforming it 
into a series of fish ponds, grasslands for 
their sheep and cattle as well as fields for 
growing irrigated grain crops. Agricul-
ture became established to the point that 
surpluses were produced. By the second 
half of the fourth millennium B.C.E. the 
Sumerians made their greatest contribu-
tion to the advancement of civilization. 
They are credited with developing sail 
boats, wheeled vehicles, levers for lift-

feeDing a hungry worlD  
WAter PArt 1

by dennis Laughton

When Lorie Gaye Lee-Knight was studying architecture she often told her parents, “Wait 
until you see the house I’ll build for you.”  Unfortunately she didn’t live long enough to 
do that.  In 1986, on another continent, she met a cruel death.  Her parents are using the 
proceeds from a book about their daughter’s short but memorable life to help build a house 
of God.  All proceeds from “The Mountie’s Girl – Portrait of a Young Life,” written by her 
mother, Ruth Lee-Knight, go to St. Martin’s, Calgary, Building Fund. 

“I first met Ruth Lee-Knight and her Mountie husband Jack at St. John’s Anglican Cathedral 
in Saskatoon. We learned of their creative and energetic daughter, Lorie Gaye, who had been 
doing   architectural studies in Athens, Italy and London before tragedy struck. It has taken 
Ruth 26 years to find enough courage to share with the world this tremendous tribute to Lo-
rie. At the same time she has shared her faith in Christ as the foundation upon which she and 
her family have been able to cope with the many trials in their lives. Ruth hopes this will be 
an encouragement to others who have encountered similar tragedies.” The Reverend Canon 
Howard Green, B.A., M.A., B Th., D.D writes about the book.

MounTie’S girl: PORTRAiT OF A  YOUnG LiFE BY RUTH LEE - KniGHT
by tim Christison

ing water, yokes for harnessing animals, 
literature and law codes all because food 
was plentiful. The Sumerians were even-
tually superseded by the Akkadians, a 
people who spoke a Semitic language.
In Genesis 42:54: “There was famine in 
all the lands (drought) but throughout 
Egypt there was bread.” Herodotus talks 
about the gift of the Nile. In fact there 
were two gifts, water and silt. Each year 
when the Nile flooded it carried rich vol-
canic silt from the high lands in the south 
along with rich organic matter from the 
White Nile originating in the rain forests 
and swamps of equatorial central Africa. 
This flooding of the delta flood plain 
brought new fertility to the area had per-
meated in from the Mediterranean Sea 
thus leaving a moist rich soil. Another 
bountiful harvest was ensured.
For a people which endured the harsh-
ness of the desert, heat of the day, cold 
at night with strong sand blasting winds, 
finding a river valley with cool water, 
green grass and moderate air must have 
seemed like a heavenly respite. The 
psalmist David in Psalm 23 finds rest, re-
freshment, healing and abundance in the 
presence of a water rich valley.
In John 4 we read about Jesus resting by 
Jacob’s well near Sameria when he met 
woman of mixed race Jewish and As-
syarian. The southern Jews of pure race 
hated the Sameritans and this woman 
also was considered a prostitute. Jesus 
asked her for a drink of water when 
she complied he offered the water from 
which one will never thirst.  This very 
powerful metaphor employing water to 
this writer signifies the importance of 
water in the lives of the desert people.

Dennis Laughton is a regular contribu-
tor to The Sower.  His articles are pre-
sented with the hope our readers will 
learn to value our environment and be 
mindful of our stewardship of it. 

Lorie Gaye died at 24 years of age one summer evening just when her future seemed its 
brightest. Her mother used her writing skills to create a portrait of  Lorie Gaye’s life from 
the moment of her birth. As the daughter of a member of the RCMP, Lorie lived in many 
places, and her mother relates that she made friends wherever she went. The collection of 
condolences that her mother treasures are evidence of the lasting impressions Lorie made 
and her ability to touch those she encountered.

Jack and Ruth Lee-Knight were always proud of Lorie’s flexibility and ability to cope with 
the many moves for the family.  Her artistic gifts blossomed and she flourished academi-
cally. When their daughter died, they and their son struggled, but it was Christian faith that 
sustained them.  Eventually they found a chapter of The Compassionate Friends which helps the 
parents and surviving children when a family loses a child at any age from any cause. 

teachings and practices - called the Good Red 
Road in North America - are based on oral tra-
ditions that teach a four part order of creation 
made up of animals, plants, rocks and humans. 
Living in harmony with respect for all our rela-
tions on Mother Earth and Father Sky is at the 
heart of Shamanism. Living in harmony means 
that what we do and the way we live our lives 
affect other living creatures, not just our fami-
lies or other people, but the earth herself.

In the last 15 years, I’ve learned from two pipe 
carriers – one Southern Plains Creek, the other   
a Saskatchewan Cree healer- a Cherokee Med-
icine Man who was trained from childhood in 
Oklahoma and the mountains of New Mexico, 
and a disciple of an Inkan shaman of Peru. In 
2008, during an introduction to shamanism 
training intensive, I realized my truth is that “I 
am a Christian healer who’s walking the Good 
Red Road as well as I can.” I hope that by my 
sharing my academic training and Shamanistic 
spiritual experiences with you,  the Bible will 
come alive in new ways as we look for the di-
vine spark that Spirit put into all of creation – 
rocks, plants, animals, and humans, too.

To register, go to www.sorrento- centre.bc.ca; 
For info, contact Jane at jrichjensen@aol.com

continued on page  4
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We arrived in our Companion Diocese of the Windward Is-
lands in November and stayed until Easter. The Diocese in-
cludes three main Islands which are also independent states 
running from about 100 miles Northwest of Venezuela in 
an arc that reaches to Cuba – Grenada, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines and St. Lucia.

Advent began with a huge gathering (1,200+) of the eight 
parishes on St Vincent (diameter 26 miles) in an outdoor 
stadium - I am fourth from the Left.
 
Their Bishop was very interested in the Alpha Course and 
Cursillo and asked each of the eight parishes on St. Vincent 
to send two people for training and another four to take the 
course. You can see the joy after the Alpha weekend in the 
picture. We left the training video, Leaders Guide and Alpha 
Course DVD with the diocese so they can roll out Alpha in 
each parish.

In addition to Alpha “Fr. John” was attached to the Cathedral 
in Kingstown - leading worship (sometimes at 5.30 am!) 
preaching, teaching the Catechism Class and supporting a 
Bible Study group and Prayer Group. I was also invited to 
speak to the clergy on Healing Ministry. We spent Christmas 
on Union Island, at the far end of the 32 Grenadine islands 
and just missed the disastrous flooding on St. Vincent. We 
also visited churches in Granada for five days.

The development of a very small school library at Bishop’s 
College Kingstown took the most hours. This is a Church 
run high school that gives about 400 children - who do not 

PrieSTS of The cariBBean: reFLeCtions by rev. John & LuCiLLe gishLer

Ruth wrote her daughter’s story during one long winter. Go-
ing through the, cards, letters, photos and other memorabilia 

have the grades for entrance into the free Boys High School 
or Girls High School or tuition for one of the private high 
schools  - a second chance to succeed academically and po-
tentially lift a family out of poverty. The students do not 
have textbooks so the library will help them both learn to 
read and how to find information in a library. The excite-
ment on the children’s faces made our efforts worthwhile.

In reflecting on our experience I am using the Mission State-
ment of Jesus from Luke 4.16-18 as an outline. Bishop Kerr-
Wilson prayed for us before we left and visited us in St. Vin-
cent. We discovered the importance of prayer coverage in 
our first weeks when everything seemed to be going wrong. 
We sent emails to prayer teams in Calgary and the U.S. ask-
ing for more prayer and within a week things turned around. 
Witchcraft is taken seriously in the Caribbean.

The Good News was proclaimed by our love in establishing 
the library and through the Alpha Course, my preaching and 
in our participation in the Prayer Group and Bible Study 
Groups. The excited faces of the 28 people at the end of the 
Alpha videos taught us that this was a new and life-changing 
experience of both deeper Christian teaching and Christian 
community. 

We were also proclaiming freedom to people possibly in the 
mental prison of formalized, priest-centred religious prac-
tice that emphasizes ritual over deep teaching on the Holy 
Spirit, intercessory prayer and healing ministry. I was invit-
ed to give the clergy a half-day workshop on healing prayer. 
Later I attended their Clergy Conference where the speaker 

ended by telling the clergy that all of their ministry should 
be directed toward healing and inviting everyone to come 
for prayer - and they all did.

Recovery of sight to the spiritually blind was the result as 
spiritual eyes were opened to see the potential power of God 
at work in the world. This experience will help some people 
resist the lies of liberalism which have seriously damaged 
our faith in the West.
 
The bottom line of Jesus’ Mission was to set the spiritu-
ally oppressed free. Our biggest surprise and most important 
learning was the discovery of lingering feelings of racism 
related to colonialism and slavery (abolished in 1837!). The 
link to our Canadian healing ministry experience in seeing 
people being released from (the sin of) sub-consciously ac-
cepted  lies (being not wanted, not intelligent, not popular 
etc.) was very clear. In my sermons ( see www.spiritual-
lifeteaching.info ) I began teaching on the possibility of a 
‘Spirit of Slavery’ which might have somehow been passed 
down and be affecting the lives of men and women in the 
Caribbean - and the possibility of setting the oppressed free 
through self-examination, repentance and confession to a 
priest all under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

We had an awesome time and are looking forward to speak-
ing and writing on this in more depth.

The Rev. John Gishler of the city of Calgary is a semi-retired 
Anglican Priest with 20 years’ experience in Interim Minis-
try, Healing, and Strategic Planning.

from Lori’s life, was a struggle for her mother.  She describes 
it as “blood, sweat and tears to go through all that material but 
I have gratitude that I was given the strength to do it, and the 
feedback from others is that they appreciate the book.”

Mountie’s Girl is available directly from the author by email-

ing jleeknight@shaw.ca for instructions to send $20.00 for 
the book and shipping.  By purchasing the book directly, 
more of the money goes to the building fund. For those out-
side Calgary, books can be order from Chapters Indigo or 
Owl’s Nest Books. Visitors to Calgary can find the book at 
Fort Calgary and Heritage Park gift shops.

MounTie’S girl:
continued

Top Left: Lillian & John Gishler with beach buddies, Serena the beach bar owner and fisherman Brooker from the islands where John snorkeled. Top Center: St. George’s Grenada still minus the roof.  Right: -  Lillian Gishler and Vicki 
Kerr-Wilson with Bishop Greg on their trip to our companion diocese. Bottom Center: Bishop Leopold Friday and his family bracketed by visitors from the Diocese of Calgary  Bottom Left: John leads a cathecism class at the Cathedral.


