
Discussion and Sharing Topics 

 WOMEN CALLED TO PRAYER 

A conversation between the Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson and Zeyneb Sayilgan 

  

The Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson (Ellie) and Zeyneb Sayilgan, a Muslim and a visiting scholar at 
VTS teaching courses on Islam and Christian relations, chat about prayer.  We are going to see 
and hear the conversation between Ellie and Zeyneb with opportunities to pause and have our 
own discussion and reflections on the topics of their conversation. 
 

There are two “Pause for Discussion” points in the DVD presentation inviting you to pause and 
discuss in groups what you have heard.  Questions to encourage discussion and sharing at these 
pause points are provided in the Sample Program.   These sample questions may also 
encourage you to view the presentation and create your own set of discussion questions to fit 
your specific group. 
 

Twelve women from Msalato Theological College in Tanzania were part of the conference via 
Skype.  Please view the Introduction to Tanzania Sisters from Msalato College found under 
Extras on the DVD Main Menu to meet our Tanzanian sisters. 
 

Also, the presentation begins with an introduction to Zeyneb Sayilgan.  Please show the 
Introduction to the Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson under Extras Features on the Main Menu of 
the DVD prior to viewing Women Called to Prayer. 
 

Editor’s note:  The video of this conversation was shot live at the conference and contains 
different camera angles and some peripheral movement.  Some of the comments shared by 
conference participants during the conversation are not included in this edition to maintain 
continuity and fluidity.     
  

Sample Program 

  

Opening Prayer:  Begin the watching, listening and sharing with a prayer. 
 

Personal reflection before you begin watching and listening:  Take about three or four minutes 
to jot down some quick notes about the rhythm of your personal prayer life and how specific 
practices support your prayer life. 
 

Watching and Listening:  Listen to Ellie and Zeyneb discuss prayer.  
 

Please pause the DVD at the “Pause for Discussion” 
 

First Pause:  The significance and rhythm of prayer in your life 
Share in your group what new things you have learned about Muslim prayer practices. 
 

When comparing both the similarities and differences of Christian and Muslim prayer 
what stood out for you in either of those categories? 
 

How do you nourish your soul? 



  

Continue watching and listening to the DVD discussion between Ellie and Zeyneb about the 
language of prayer.  Pause at the “Pause for Discussion” 

  

Second Pause: The Language of Prayer 
Share some examples of your own personal prayer language which are similar to those 
mentioned by Ellie and Zeyneb. 
 

Did either Ellie or Zeyneb mention a prayer practice that you would like to incorporate 
into your prayer life?  Which prayer practice would you like to try? 
 

Ellie and Zeyneb talked about the people who taught them to pray.  Recall briefly with 
your group the people who modeled and taught you how to pray. 
 

Briefly share your favorite “language of prayer” 

  

Continue watching and listening to the DVD to the end. 
  

End: Unity through Prayer:  In closing, Ellie mentioned how creation is unifying, and that there 
is hope in the united intercessions of different faiths. 
 

Share in your group some things in the conversation between Ellie and Zeyneb that 
seem hopeful to you. 
 

What new insights did the women from the Msalato College provide on the topic of 
hope and unity? 
 

What are your thoughts on Zeyneb’s comment that Christians and Muslims can engage 
with one another but not compromise the integrity of their faith traditions? 

  

Reflection:  What are you learning from this program that changes your understanding about 
how Anglican women from other contexts pray?  How does this expand your capacity to pray? 
Describe new ways you see to reach out and pray across differences and cultures. 
 

Closing Prayer:  Conclude the discussion and sharing with a prayer. 
 


