
Discussion and Sharing Topics 

PRAYER: HANNAH AND THE WIDOW’S MITE 

Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson 

  

The Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson speaks of Hannah’s distress at remaining barren and invites us 
to explore the place of intercessory prayer in pain. She speaks of the widow in the temple who 
is recognized by Jesus as giving more than anyone else though her gift is very small.  We will 
have an opportunity to reflect and share after we listen to Ellie’s words. 
  

The Sample Program below provides a program format and includes sample questions to 
encourage discussion and sharing after viewing the presentation.  These questions are offered 
as samples and to encourage you to watch the presentation and create your own set of 
discussion questions to fit your specific group. 
  

Twelve women from Msalato Theological College in Tanzania were part of the conference via 
Skype. Please view the Introduction to Tanzanian Sisters from Msalato College found under 
Extra Features on the Main Menu to meet our Tanzanian sisters. 
  

  

Sample Program 

  

Begin by showing the Introduction to the Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson found under Extra 
Features on the Main Menu of the DVD. 
  

Opening Prayer:  Begin the program with a prayer. 
  

Scripture Readings:  Please read aloud Samuel 1:9–20, Psalm 33:12-22, Hebrews 10:11-15 and 
Mark 12:41-44 before watching and listening.  (Readings are available following the “Sample 
Program”) : 
 

Pause a moment after each scripture reading and reflect on a word or phrase that 
catches your attention. Share this word or phrase with the group. 

  

Watching and listening:  Watch and listen to Ellie’s sermon 

  

Discussion and Sharing topics: 
Ellie invites us to join Hannah in her time of pain and despair.  Take a moment to think of a time 
you were in deep distress over a loss and lack of life that overpowered your soul. 
 

Recall a time of deep distress when others might have regarded you as a “worthless 
woman” as Ellie describes the initial response to Hannah.   What did the deep distress look 
like to others and what did it feel like to you? 
 

What helped turn your distress into a calm and clear joy? Did the joy come quickly or did it 
take time to unfold?  Please briefly share your experience. 

  



 
Intercessory prayer is about helping to carry the load of “Godly grief and passion for the pain in 
our world”.  Pause a moment and reflect on this thought. 
  

Ellie brings to light the role of prayer in sharing our grief with God and others.  Through prayer, 
Hannah turned her anguish and grief into a calm and clear joy.  Reflect a moment on a time in 
your life in which you also experienced the gifts of prayer.  Briefly share the gifts. 
  

The widow’s “coin of love” outshines all other sacrifice because it is an offering of prayer from a 
heart of faith. In what ways is this true for you?  What sparked your imagination when Ellie was 
talking about the widow’s sacrifice in the temple? 

  

Reflection:  What are you learning from this program that changes your understanding about 
how Anglican women from other contexts pray?  How does this expand your capacity to pray? 
Describe new ways you see to reach out and pray across differences and cultures. 
  

Closing Prayer:  Conclude the discussion and sharing with a prayer. 
  

 

 

 Scripture Readings  

1 Samuel 1:9-20 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord. 
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She 
was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: ‘O Lord of 
hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget 
your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a 
nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall 
touch his head.’ 
  
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying 
silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 
So Eli said to her, ‘How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your 
wine.’ But Hannah answered, ‘No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither 
wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not regard your 
servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all 
this time.’ Then Eli answered, ‘Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made 
to him.’ And she said, ‘Let your servant find favour in your sight.’ Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
  
They rose early in the morning and worshipped before the Lord; then they went back to their 



house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. In due time 
Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of 
the Lord.’ 
  
Psalm 33: 12-22 
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,  
   the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.  
 

The Lord looks down from heaven;  
   he sees all humankind.  
From where he sits enthroned he watches  
   all the inhabitants of the earth—   
he who fashions the hearts of them all,  
   and observes all their deeds.   
A king is not saved by his great army;  
   a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. The war horse is a vain hope for victory,  
   and by its great might it cannot save.   
 

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,  
   on those who hope in his steadfast love,   
to deliver their soul from death,  
   and to keep them alive in famine.   
Our soul waits for the Lord;  
   he is our help and shield.   
Our heart is glad in him,  
   because we trust in his holy name.   
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,  
   even as we hope in you. 
  
Hebrews 10:11-15 
And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 
that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
‘he sat down at the right hand of God’, and since then has been waiting ‘until his enemies 
would be made a footstool for his feet.’ For by a single offering he has perfected for all time 
those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,  
 

 ‘This is the covenant that I will make with them  
   after those days, says the Lord:  
I will put my laws in their hearts,  
   and I will write them on their minds’,   
he also adds,  
‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’  
 

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 



by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
  
Mark 12:41-44 
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 
Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them 
have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she 
had, all she had to live on.’  
 
 


